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SCENE ONE

Maybel:

Can you hear me? (Leans towards the camera adjusting it)

Lucas:

Loud and clear.

Maybel:

(Slumps back down to her chair) It’s so great to see you even if …

it’s through a screen.

Lucas:

Well considering it’s the closest thing to human interaction

during this pandemic, it’s “great”. Anyways, is Mina joining us?

Maybel:

Yeah, she said she’s waiting for her dad to go to work because she

doesn’t want to get in trouble.

Lucas:

Didn’t she just turn 20? Would she really get in that much trouble

for talking to us?

Maybel:

Yea, her birthday was a couple of weeks ago. About her dad, she

told me he’s always been very protective of her.

Lucas:

Well as long as she’s okay and he’s not hitting-(Maybel cuts him

off)
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Maybel:

She’s connecting to the room right now! (excited)

(Mina turns on her camera)

Hello my little sunshine!

Mina:

(in a cute/shy way) Hi Maybel, it’s great seeing you and Lucas

again! (Mina and Maybel are looking at each other like lovebirds)

Lucas:

Ugh! (fake gags) You guys are too cute, it's sickening. (They all

laugh) So Mina how’s it been since having to go back home?

Mina:

Well it's been alright I guess. I mean I understand it was to keep

us safe. But, I really miss it- doing whatever I wanted, whenever.

It's been a bit tough getting used to living here again.

Lucas:

I know what you mean- I miss being on campus too. But, I’m sure

we’ll be back soon. Just think of this as an extended spring

break. (Puts thumbs up to try to cheer up Mina) (Looks at the time

on his phone) Oh shoot! Ladies, I have to login to my economics

class before I’m late. See you later!

Mina & Maybel:

Byeee Lucas! (Lucas leaves the online meeting)

Maybel:

Speaking of class, have you started the paper for English yet?
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Mina:

No, I’m still deciding on wha- (hears her dad approaching and

slightly closes her laptop)

Mina’s dad:

MINAAA!! Where’s my damn toolbox?

Mina:

I haven’t seen it dad, maybe it’s in the garage?

Mina’s dad:

And didn’t I tell you to take that crap off your face, it's like

you’re asking for men to look at you. (notices her computer is

on)

what are you hiding on your computer huh?

Mina:

(Hesitant) Umm nothing, I’m just working on a group project.

Mina’s dad:

You’re lucky I have to go to work right now. I BETTER not find out

that you're talking to that dike again. Cuz you’re gonna regret

that.

Mina:

(Very submissive) Ok dad I understand, bye. (puts on a fake smile

then opens the computer again) I’m back! (sees Maybel angered

face) Was I not muted?
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Maybel:

Mina, I know you said he was very protective of you but you never

told me he could go as far as to HATE our relationship.

Mina:

It’s not that he “hates” our relationship, it’s just that he

hasn’t quite accepted who I am… yet.

Maybel:

That’s even worse, you deserve so much more respect and kindness

than that- especially during these times. (sighs as if calming

herself down) I just googled ummm bus rides from your city to

mine. It’s only a 5 hour trip and they aren’t that expensive.

We’ve only been dating for a couple of months, but I’m sure my

parents wouldn’t mind. Still I’ll buy the ticket, so please come

stay with my family until we are back in the dorms?

Mina:

Thank you for wanting to help, but I just can’t. I know one of

your dads is extremely vulnerable to the virus. I don’t want to

put him in danger, plus my dad needs me. He’s been having a hard

time at work because of the pandemic, so he’s just stressed.

Maybel:

Fine, you have a point but that doesn’t mean I’m not worried about

you. Please let me know if he ever speaks to you like that again
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or something even worse. Regardless of the time or day, I’ll be

here for you.

Mina:

Thank you Maybel I will, but don’t worry too much. (pouts like a

baby trying to cheer her up) I have a feeling things will get

better, he even offered to pay for some therapy sessions so we

could fix things. (Pause) I’ll talk to you later, okay? Byeee be

safe!

Maybel:

Alright my sunshine, I’ll try not to worry too much. Kisses,

(blows kisses) be safe.

(Both exit the meeting)

SCENE TWO

Maybel:

Good evening sir Lucas and my lady sunshine. (jokingly bows like a

knight)

Mina:

(giggles) Hey my love, how are you? (Lucas turns on his camera,

Mina sees his sad face) Wait, Lucas is something wrong?

Lucas:

Hey ladies, sorry I just got off the phone with my aunt from the

Philippines.
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Maybel:

OMG! Is everything alright? Is she okay? What happened?

Lucas:

(sighs) She’s okay, it’s just that she, her girlfriend, and their

son were denied government food aid today. It’s been tough with

work and COVID, so she’s been trying to figure out their food

situation.

Mina:

What?? How can they just deny them food?

Lucas:

Apparently, the aid is only meant for families- but the government

doesn’t see them as a “real” family.

Maybel:

That’s such a LOAD of crap. Who are they to decide that?! They

even have a son, how much more of a family can they be?

Lucas:

I know it sucks! There’s not much my aunt can do. There isn’t much

support for the LGBTQ community over there.

Mina:

That’s horrible. Please let us know if there's anything we can do

to help.
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Lucas:

I will, thanks for your support. I'll let my aunt know too.

(Drinks water or fans himself) Anyways let’s talk about something

less frustrating, Maybel have you finished the new song for the

band?

Maybel:

Umm actually I’ve been struggling a bit. I’m thinking of the

concept of accepting yourself, but from the POV of a fish with

different color scales than the other fish in the reef. Before you

laugh, I know it's weird. (Chuckles to herself)

Lucas:

Weird? Yes it is. But, I kind of like it. It’s sweet to describe

it that way (In a Shakespearean way) “Judge someone, not on the

color of their scales, but on who they are past it.” (The girls

softly applaud him)

Mina:

Haha well said Lucas, we can’t change our scales so we shouldn’t

let others try to do so. (Looks away as if she is trying to

reassure herself with her own words, then shakes it off and puts

on a smile) It’s getting late guys, I have to get started on

dinner before my dad gets home. I’ll see you next time, byee.

(leaves meeting quickly)
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Maybel:

Uhh okay bye sunshine, I guess? (looking perplexed)

Lucas:

That was weird, is there something wrong with Mina?

Maybel:

She said she’s okay but I don’t know, I have a feeling she isn’t.

Lucas:

Could it be stress from school being online now? Or something at

home?

Maybel:

I think she’s been handling school better than the both of us. But

now that you mentioned it, I heard her dad say some really mean

stuff to her a couple of weeks ago.

Lucas:

What? Really? Like what? It couldn’t have been that bad?

Maybel:

It sounded kind of homophobic- something about “better not be

talking to that dyke again.” I felt so mad, but Mina said not to

worry, so I don’t know.

Lucas:

What the-. But, didn’t she come out as pansexual to him last

semester?
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Maybel:

She said she did, but I get the vibe he doesn’t believe her or

doesn’t want to accept it. Still, I can’t help being worried for

her.

Lucas:

I think she’s going to be fine. We weren’t all blessed with, not

one but TWO, supportive dads like you. He’s from a different time

so he’ll come around eventually- especially in this day and age.

Maybel:

(hesitant) Hopefully you’re right, I just don’t want to see her

get hurt. (Looks at time and sighs) We got band rehearsal soon. So

I’ll see you there. (Peace sign)

Lucas:

Alright I’ll be there in 5.

(Meeting Ends)

SCENE THREE

In a Zoom call by herself- Mina with sadden teary eyes, is

checking out if the new bruises on her neck are visible and tries

to cover them up with a turtleneck or sweater. Off camera her dad

walks in.

Mina’s dad:

I’m going to work, make sure you have dinner ready BEFORE I get

home this time. I hope you learned from last time. (Mina rubs the

bruises on her neck)
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Mina:

(submissively) Okay dad.

Mina’s dad:

Also, we are meeting with that therapist that fixed my friend’s

son so make sure that Zoom crap thing is working- I don’t want any

excuses. (leaves and slams the door)

Mina:

Fixed his son?? (confused and perplexed) What does he mean by

that? (Notices Lucas is joining the meeting and she makes sure her

bruises aren’t noticeable)

Lucas:

Hey Mina, how are you?

Mina:

(nervously) Hi Lucas, I’m fine what about you? How was rehearsal?

Lucas:

It went pretty well, Maybel was showing us the new fish song and

is working on it with the others right now. So, she might be late.

Mina:

That’s great! I’m glad to hear they liked it. She worked really

hard on it, I’m proud of her. (Looks away nostalgically) I miss

seeing the band on stage at campus concerts. Maybel always looked

so powerful and beautiful.
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Lucas:

Gosh you are blushing and she’s not even here yet. (Mina hides her

face embarrassed and giggles) So, what have you done today?

Mina:

Nothing much just doing some research for my gender studies paper.

It was a tough read.

Lucas:

Oh really, what did you find?

Mina:

It was devastating. I read an article about a trans woman in

Colombia that died from COVID symptoms, just because the doctors

didn’t want to treat her out of fear of catching HIV.

Lucas:

That's horrible, even during this pandemic, hate seems to be the

deadliest disease. (Shakes head disappointingly)

Mina:

I think the world would be better off if people would choose to

act in kindness than in hate.

Lucas:

I second that. Hmmm speaking of kindness, who’s the kindest person

you’ve ever met- Maybel doesn’t count.

Mina:

Haha well, to be honest it would have to be my mom.
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Lucas:

Your mom? Hmm interesting, what was she like if you don’t mind me

asking.

Mina:

She was this beautiful Chinese woman with the brightest smile.

But, since she got sick and passed away when I was 8, I don’t have

many memories of her. Yet, I still remember how warm and safe I

felt in her arms.  She always helped out anyone that needed it,

even if they didn’t deserve it.

Lucas:

She sounds like a lovely person but you never mentioned before

that she was sick.

Mina:

Well last month, I found some old medical files of her and it says

she suffered from clinical depression. But, you know Latino dads

believing depression doesn’t exist. So my dad always said her body

was too weak and that’s why she stayed in bed all the time.

Lucas:

Damn I didn’t think your dad would say something like that. But,

it would’ve been a pleasure to know your mom. (warmly smiles and

then checks his phone) Sorry Mina I just got a text from Maybel,

she needs me to go back and help. Oh she also says “Tell my

sunshine I say Hi :)” (cringes)
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Mina:

(Laughs) Got it! thank you for the message, I have to start on

dinner too. Goodluck with the song!

(Both wave and leave meeting)

SCENE FOUR

It’s 3 A.M and Mina asks Maybel to join her in a Zoom call because

she needs to talk to her about something.

Mina:

(Distressed) I am so sorry I woke you up Maybel.

Maybel:

(Scratching her eyes that are adjusting to the light) Hi my

sunshine it’s okay, what's up? I thought you were sleeping.

Mina:

I can’t handle it anymore! I don’t know what to do, I thought

things were going to get better! I thought he was going to change

but he lied! HE LIED! (Crying) (Maybel has a concerned look on her

face)

Maybel:

My love, wait, slow down what happened? Who lied, your dad? What

did he say?

Mina:

(In between sobs) Do you remember the therapy sessions I told you

about a couple of weeks ago? My dad lied. (pause) It wasn’t normal
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therapy it was CONVERSION therapy. He said it would “fix” me and

teach me how to be a real woman. It was horrible, I never thought

he would go this far! (Looks up to the ceiling crying, exposing

her neck)

Maybel:

(Trying to calm Mina down) Shhh sunshine breath, breath. We’ll

figure everything out, it’s going to be okay…(Notices the bruises

on Mina’s neck, reacts stunned) Mina. Please tell me he did not do

that to you.

Mina:

(chuckles with tears in her eyes) At first he said I deserved it

because I wasn’t doing my job properly. He does this to prove his

(sarcastically) great philosophy “My house my rules.” (pause) Now,

he says it's to beat the “homo” out of me. (Continues sobbing)

Maybel:

This is unacceptable, Mina you need to get out of there. He has

absolutely no right in hitting you, especially with those

out-dated reasons. (cools anger down) (hands crossed as if

begging) Please get on that bus and escape him. You need to be

safe.

Mina:

Maybel, a big part of me wants to escape this but I am scared.

What if he follows me, what then? He will be so mad if he finds
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out. What if he finds and blames you. Maybel (pause) I love you

and I don’t want to drag you into my own mes- (her dad barges in)

Mina’s dad:

MINA!!! For GOD SAKES it’s almost 4 in the morning! What are you

screaming and crying like a baby for?

Mina:

(Finally mustering up all her courage) Cause of you. Cause you

lied, again.

Mina’s dad:

(nonchalantly) If this is about the dinner incident from last

time, stop crying about it. I didn’t even hit you that hard. Plus

I warned you and everything. Not my fault you didn’t listen.

(crosses his arms)

Mina:

IT'S NOT ONLY THAT! You lied about that therapy. They kept telling

me I need to change and how to get on the “right” path. I felt

like I was contesting a crime. (voice is breaking) Is it that hard

for you to accept who I am?

Mina’s dad:

Shut up already. Look, I been told you MY daughter will not be una

disgusting tortillera - so that’s why you’re going to get fixed.

Mina:

No! I don’t want to and I will not change. I finally accepted who

I am and as MY dad you should too! (Glances at the computer and
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smiles) I love MAYBEL, she treats and respects me wayyy better

than you ever did.

Mina’s dad:

Wait. You’re talking to that abomination right now? No, give me

your computer right now. (reaches for the computer)

Mina:

No stop, leave it alone, it’s mine! (both are fighting for the

computer)

Maybel:

(worriedly) Mina! Please let go, it’s not worth it. (Tugging

continues) Mina! Be careful!

Mina:

Let go! (Computer then lands sideways not showing either actor) I

HATE YOU, I’M GONNA GO STAY WITH MAYBEL.

Mina’s dad:

(Sound of a loud slap) Don’t ever say something so repulsive to me

again. If you are going to leave my house for someone it’s gonna

be a MAN!

Mina:

No! I am leaving to Maybel's house and there’s nothing you can do

to stop me! (yelling)
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Mina’s dad:

JUST SHUT UP ALREADY! (Mina is heard coughing and yelling at her

dad to stop. Maybel is pleading for him to stop, calling out to

Mina)

Maybel:

(Grabs phone and desperately dials 911) Hello?! Please can you

quickly send someone to 657 Green St- my girlfriend needs help.

(Pause) Yes, I know it’s in a different city, her dad is hurting

her right now. PLEASE HURRY!

Mina’s dad:

(The audience can no longer hear Mina gasping for air- just

silence) Uhh Mina? Hey, get up. I wasn’t doing it that hard. Mina?

(Starts shaking her)

Mina! Mina! Wake up! Mi niña! Levántate! I’m sorry! Please I need

you. (Sobbing) Mi amor, no por favor. Mina!

Maybel:

What the fuck did you just do, you lunatic?! (Mina’s dad crying)

Mina?! Mina! Help is coming so please hold on. Mina Please!

Sunshine!

Scene ends with Mina’s dad continuously muttering “I’m sorry” and

Maybel sobbing.
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SCENE FIVE

Maybel is in a Zoom call all by herself.

Maybel:

(On the phone) (trying not to sound so sad) Hey Lucas, no I

haven’t heard any updates on the case. All I know is that her dad

is already in holding and the police report says the cause of

death was strangulation. (Pause) Nope they said we can’t hold a

memorial because we can’t have people gathering in person right

now. At best, they said we could hold a virtual memorial for her.

(Pause) I know, I hate it too. But, it’s the only thing we could

do right now. Well, I have to go. Don’t worry I’ll be fine, I

promise. I love you too, bye. (Ends call and looks into the

camera)

Hey Mina, it’s been a week since that night. I miss you so much.

Look at this cute picture of us. (shows framed of both of them

together) We were so happy huh? All the smiles, laughs, and

memories we shared, but now they’re all gone. Some days, it feels

like it was all a bad dream and I just need to wake up to see you

again. Sadly, reality isn’t as kind. You deserved the world, he

should’ve accepted you and only wish good for you. His disease

blinded and led him to commit horrendous acts. I’m sorry you had

to endure all of it. (Sniffles and wipes eyes) Well, before I
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leave I’ll sing your favorite song for you. I hope you can hear it

all the way in paradise.

(Sings the song and gets emotional throughout it)

“ you are my sunshine

my only sunshine, you make me happy when skies are gray

you’ll never know dear

how much I love you

please don’t take my sunshine away”

(Continues to hum rest the song while credits are rolling in)

THE END


